
 

 

 

 

 

BCC-CSSO Career Development Research Award in Breast Surgical Oncology 

 

Breast Cancer Canada and the Canadian Society of Surgical Oncology created an innovative grant 
to encourage Surgical Oncologists training abroad to return to Canada. The Career Development 
Research Award in Breast Surgical Oncology provides a matched salary subsidy and seed 
funding for a two-year research period that coincides with starting a position at a Canadian 
academic institution.  

The award is presented once annually for five years commencing in 2026.  The funding of up to 
$200,000 per recipient, is comprised of a one-time salary stipend of $50,000, and research seed 
funding of $150,000 ($75,000 disbursed annually).  At the end of the program, Canada will have 
benefitted from the return of five highly trained surgical oncologists to care for Canadians and their 
insightful research. 

The award encourages partnership and co-investment by host academic institutions and creates 
opportunities for Canadians working abroad to return to practice in Canada.  The award aims to 
ensure continuity of excellence in Canadian breast surgical oncology expertise, maintain Canada’s 
competitive edge in breast cancer research excellence and build capacity by investing in the next 
generation of breast surgical oncology leaders. 

Funding for this award is provided by Breast Cancer Canada (BCC) through public donations, with 
the specific purpose of advancing scientific knowledge in breast cancer and supporting knowledge 
transfer through publications and scientific communications. The Canadian General Surgery 
Foundation oversees the management and administration of the award. 

Duration: 3 years – from notice of approval until when final report is required 

Mandatory Host Institution Co-Investment: 

• Minimum salary contribution of $25,000 
• Research seed funding of $50,000 over 2-year period, with plan to protect research time 

for the recipient 

Note: In concordance with Breast Cancer Canada status as a charitable organization, no overhead 
payments will be provided the host institution. 

Award Eligibility Criteria: 

• Applicants must have initiated their final year of fellowship training with confirmation of 
good standing from training program. 



• Applicants must have a formally confirmed faculty-level position from Canadian host 
academic institution.  

• Confirmation by partner institution that applicant has a position at a Canadian centre 
and that the partner institution will co-invest in salary and research funding. 

* For the 2025-26 and 2026-27 iteration, BCC and CSSO will also consider applicants who have 
successfully completed fellowship training within the past 24 months. 

Timelines & Key Dates: 

Milestone Deadline 
Applications Open January 1, 2026 
Application Deadline February 27, 2026 
Grant Announcement 
(at CSSO Annual Scientific Spring Meeting) 

April 24, 2026 

Year 1 - Disbursement to Host Institution 
($50,000 salary stipend & $75,000 research amount) 

July 1, 2026 

Submission of Progress Report 
(12 months after notification of award) 

April 15, 2027 (est.) 

Year 2 – Disbursement to Host Institution 
($75,000 research amount) 

July 1, 2027 

Submission of End of Award Report  
(24 month after receipt of 2nd funding payment) 

June 30, 2029 

 
Recipient is eligible to request a one-year no-cost extension once for the duration of the award. 

 

Responsibility of award winner: 

It is important recipients familiarized themselves with the principles of the award. The award 
winner is required to complete an agreement outlining the responsibilities of the award, including 
acknowledgement of funding in research publications and mandatory reporting as per below: 

End of Year 1 Progress Report: 

1. Progress summary: establishment of research program and collaborations, research 
activity output (maximum 1 page) 

2. Scientific output: publications, poster, abstract, oral presentations (please provide 
name, date and location of conference), other research funding applications submitted 
/ received 

3. Lay person summary: summary of research activities to date and their importance to 
breast cancer (maximum 500 words) 

4. Budget report: 1 page summary of use of funds, itemized 
 

  



 

End of Award Report: 

1. Progress summary: research activity output (maximum 2 pages) 
2. Scientific output: publications, poster, abstract, oral presentations (please provide 

name, date and location of conference), other research funding applications submitted 
/ received 

3. Outlook: summary of next steps based on findings generated with current award 
(maximum 1 page) 

4. Budget report: 1 page summary of use of funds, itemized 

 
How to apply: 

Complete the online form and upload required documents (in a single PDF).   

Incomplete applications or applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 

Application link: Please apply through the online form. 

 

Required documentation: 

Upload of the following documents in one PDF: 

• Letter of intent: maximum 1 page 

• Curriculum vitae: maximum 10 pages 

• Confirmation of good standing from Fellowship Program Director (or confirmation of 

successful Fellowship completion, such as fellowship certificate, for the 2025-26 and 

2026-27 iterations) 

• Confirmation of faculty-level position at Canadian host institution Chair including: 

• relevance of the recruitment to the host institution’s growth plan; 

• confirmation of co-investment as salary support; 

• confirmation of co-investment as seed funding; 

• in-kind contributions and infra-structural requirements (research space, IT 

resources, specialized personnel, etc.); 

• commitment of progress tracking. 

• Mentorship plan: maximum 1 page (mentorship should include at a minimum one 

senior colleague from the host institution with relevant experience). 

• Budget: maximum 1 page, including details of items funded by other sources. 

• Research program description: maximum 2 pages 

https://cags-accg.member365.ca/publicFr/form/index/77cf504ee90e6d350d98a45f73ed256110dd5232

